TRANSITIONING: MOVING FORWARD 
Supporting Transitions: Table Talk
District Partners Meeting: November 3, 2011

The following information is a listing of brainstorming ideas by District Partners to identify strategies for supporting students with FASD in successfully navigating key transition periods during the school-age years.

Home to School:

	*Strong start, family centers ; can help identify children who may need support
	*CDC Transition planning / pre-school transition planning
	*K introduction to school routines
	*Consider what to do for those children who do not attend preschool
	*meet with SCD workers-plan-go to district level (all of these students have a designation)
	*existing preschool team meets with the school team
	*give students & families a brochure re: process to access schools and supports
	*undiagnosed FASD may look like challenging behaviour - ensure they are  “flagged early”
	*transition meetings prior to Sept. to set up any special programs
	*community health assessments to support transitions
	*preschool transitions; observations, intake meetings & IEP’s
*parent meetings, start in Jan when possible
*key worker shares info with district coordination preschool-kindergarten transition
*meetings with child development center, begin in Nov for following Sept
* begin early dialogue & meetings with parents/preschools/schools/community partners
*actual school supports art put into place in Sept once child is placed in specific school
*collaborate with child development centre
*develop transition plans at the school level; start in the spring, continue into Sept.
*Family night- bring in all the support workers to share information
-pediatricians, child & youth mental health, Key workers
*Early transitioning: May & June visits
-meetings with families and support workers
		-start to plan before hand
*Transition process started with child development centre & district staff
		-they meet with parents
		-the specialists go to observe and visit in daycare
		-continuum with OT/PT from CDC to SD
		-develop transition plans with CDC and school staff
*”All About Me”- Transition Book
*Partnership with supported a childcare-transitioning
*SD- public health- screening partnership-use of ASQ/ASQ SD
*heads up from preschool (child development) to allow teachers to observe student
*information book (picture book) for parent to share with student (people, class, rooms, etc)
*June-incoming students spend day in the classroom
*encourage parent visits/transition meetings, include key workers as support
*assessments prior to K
*support students who have little documentation
Between Grades in Same School:

*peer mentorship- time in class with peers, going through routines & changes, knowing where things are kept
*Fun Friends, child friends, youth friends
*Cultural afternoons, multi-grade, different teachers
*Exploratory activities-multi grade
*(TOC coverage)-time for current teacher & receiving teacher to meet re: students
	-one to one half hour
*LRT meets with each teacher to discuss students and possibilities for support
*IEP meetings
*involvement of community supports
*transition & placement meetings
*between-grade activities
*all kids get exposure to all teachers (1st week of school)
*confidential files in teacher boxes
*sharing student specific info, devices, equipment (needs to be ready to go to new setting)
*file check, LEIC, in-service with classroom teacher, administrator and CEA (usually in Sept)
*invite next year teacher to year-end IEP
*prepare student profile and give to staff
*create and All About Me power-point or transition book; update annually
*create a “Dashboard”-like facebook page within district
*new teacher meets with previous teacher
*one page snapshot of the more complex students
* review of IEP’s at the end of the year
*case manager-examining how to share information
*regular meetings
*child’s profile would follow child to next grade
*IEP meetings, RTI model, may need more intensive transition planning
		-depends on needs of child
*social stories, visits, etc
*peer buddies
*buddy reading with lower classes (gym activities)
*release receiving teacher to observe incoming class
*transition meetings-looking at peer interactions
*open house- parent visits to classrooms
*Who am I? portfolio travels with the student
*transition meetings/IEP review meetings
*key workers attend meetings
*parents come in August with children to meet the teacher
*challenge: not knowing what teachers will be working in classes
		
Elementary/Middle School to Secondary School

	*P.A.T.H process
	*transitions visits for whole grades i.e.  gr7 –gr 8
	*more transitions as required for students who need more- shadowing etc
	*hanging out with typical students at lunch time (peer helpers)
	*teachers between schools meet (elem gr 5 & middle gr6 teachers)
	*summary document for each student transitioning
		-set up side meetings for more needy students
	*build transition plans- goal in IEP i.e. Visits, take photos, create power-point
	*hired high school photography students to take pictures of the significant people & places at  		 new school
	*area counselor transitioning cases to secondary counselors
	*introductions to new school in spring
	*program planning prior to September
	*2 youth connections workers- help transition vulnerable youth
*BRIDGE programs- spend full time at high school starting midyear.
*Power point “About Me” present to staff
*gr. 7-8 transition meeting with psychs & case managers
*encouraging elementary teachers to go see high school setting, and high school teachers to come to elementary school
*student visits to high school setting Mar, or May / June
*take student to see specific classes that may engage them i.e. auto classes
*counselors visit middle/elem. to talk about course selection
*begin transitions in May/June
*go to classes (1 or 2) each week
* end middle school year at the high school so they remember where they are going next
*middle schools forward electronic IEP’s to new case managers
* transitional counseling-between previous & prior/ with new school
*buddy program- doing things together
*activities together with the Elem and Secondary school-those identified schools
*meeting with multi disciplinary team EA support, counselor, team support, school visits
*transition meetings organized by families of the school
*profiles of students: parents invited to provide input
*school visit: allow students to meet with peers. In Abbotsford a minimum of 3 visits for all kids, more for those that need it
*Provide locks in June so they can learn to open them over the summer
* PATH grade 7 to secondary
*”All About Me” Transition Book
*parent involvement in transition planning
*students go for a full day to experience rotation and meet teachers
*special needs students go one on one with a special ed teacher to visit, take pictures, make a map, ask questions
*adaptive functioning tests/surveys
*grade 7 conference
*First Nations Celebration/ School celebration
*grade 7 involved in high school events
*mentoring with high school students

Secondary School to Postsecondary
	*PATH process
	*Evergreen Certificate inc. work experience
	*CYSN, CIBC
	*cost share assessments with CLBC for very vulnerable students in order for parents to access  	funding for services
	*support staff availability; 2 youth connections workers, 2 adolescent mental health workers
	*programming by resource teachers
	*CLBC/MCFD as support resources
	*making connections to employment programs and university programs
	*high school pre-employment programs
	*trades programs
	*transition fairs
	*universities & colleges & trade schools come to talk to students (career day/fair)
	*transition binders for families of all gr 10’s on Evergreen Certificate
	*meet regularly with MCFD & CLBC to make sure students are on their lists
	*CLBC facilitator to come in to help with informing teacher about transitioning students
	*students meet CLBC, CYSN case worker
	*introduce families to Society for Community Living key workers
	*investigate college programs
	*work experience programs to teach job skills and make community connections
	*conversations with community colleges to try to get them to create programs geared to lower 	functioning adults
	*evenings with MCFD-parents gr 10
	*work experience supports-writing these goals in part of the IEP & planning
	*community connections right (Abbotsford)
	*”grade 13 class” to support job skills (Abbotsford)
	*work experience (but not connected to long-term jobs)
	 *PATH grade 10
	*All About Me- Transition Book
	*cross ministry transition document
	*develop a grid (map) on strengths of each student to transition for community team meeting
	*student for a day at the college to allow students to meet instructors
	*college has a sensory sensitive room for students coming from the alternate school 
	*flexible program- Vast, alternate, high school, college, options- move between programs
	*referrals for assessments in Gr 10 to begin to look at transitions
	*psych-ed needs to be recent for post-secondary (ensuring processes are in place)
	*involve key workers
[bookmark: _GoBack]	*consider challenges: living arrangements, money management, accessing health services


